
Biola University 
Undergraduate Residence Hall 

Selection

Information Session for Fall 2026-Spring 2027



There are 5 important points to this process:

1) Attend an Information Session. 
2) Apply by your class’ deadline to participate in the Housing Selection 

(or March 6th for Apartments)
3) Participate in Selection on March 24th, 25th or 26th depending on 

your class standing.
THEN YOU’RE DONE!!!

4) Applications and roommate matches completed after the deadlines 
will be able to select their Housing assignment starting March 27th.

5) Roommate Match by May 15. If you have not roommate matched by 
May 15, the Housing team will match and place you on a rolling basis.



Selection Date Deadlines By Class

Current Juniors & Seniors Application & 
Roommate Match Deadline

March 23 (Monday) at 4PM

Current Juniors & Seniors Housing Selection March 24 (Tuesday) at given timeslot

Current Sophomores Application & 
Roommate Match Deadline

March 24 (Tuesday) at 4PM

Current Sophomores Housing Selection March 25 (Tuesday) at given timeslot

Current Freshmen Application & Roommate 
Match Deadline

March 25 (Monday) at 4PM

Current Freshmen Housing Selection March 26 (Tuesday) at given timeslot



Who can participate in Residence Hall Selection?

Must be a continuing student who is an undergraduate and 
unmarried. 
Grad students who wish to live in Undergrad Housing can 
email the Housing Office at housing@biola.edu to request 
an exception.

mailto:undergrad.housing@biola.edu


Residency Requirement Reminder

If you will not be 21 years old by August 

31, 2026, you are required to live in Biola 

Housing or live at home with your parent 

or guardian. If it is your intent to live with a 

parent or guardian, you need to submit 

an Intent to Commute form found in the 

StarRez Portal.



Residency Requirement Reminder

If you will not be 21 years old by August 31, 2026, and wish to live 

somewhere other than Biola Housing or at home with your parent(s), 

you may submit a request for an exception. The Request to Commute 

Exception form can be found on our website and needs to be 

completed by MARCH 11TH! You will be notified whether your 

request has been approved or denied by Tuesday, March 17th.



Other logistics to consider...

Special Housing Accommodation: if you currently have a special housing 
accommodation through the Office of Student Accessibility and you’d like to
renew it, please indicate that on the housing application AND contact the Office
of Student Accessibility (student.accessibility@biola.edu) to renew your Accommodation. 

Transfer student roommate: if you’d like to request a transfer student as a roommate, you can 
complete a request through the form on the QR code. Please complete this by March 11th. 

Please note, this is NOT the same thing as roommate matching. If you are both continuing 
students, please do not complete this form! You will roommate match on the StarRez Portal.

mailto:student.accessibility@biola.edu


Do not use Biola Housing as your backup plan.

By selecting your room or apartment, you are contracted for 
the FULL 2026-2027 academic year!

Unless you study abroad, get married, transfer, graduate in December 2026 or 
withdraw from the University, you will be charged a significant Cancellation 
Fee and Forfeit your Housing Deposit if you break your contract.

If your roommate cancels, you are not responsible for filling the space or paying 
any additional costs. The Housing Office retains the right to fill that space at 
any time.



Housing Application



How to Apply

1. Go to biola.starrezhousing.com/StarRezPortalX or scan the QR code
2. Click the “Login” button and log in with the Biola SSO (Single Sign-On)

http://biola.starrezhousing.com/StarRezPortalX


3. Select the Academic Year 2026-2027 to start your application.

You will be able to save your progress and return to your application before submitting it.

How to Apply

2026-2027

(08/xx/2026 – 05/xx/2027)



4.     Review your information & provide your emergency contact information.

How to Apply



5. Sign the contract (if you are a 
minor, you will need a proxy signature)

6. Pay the Housing Deposit

How to Apply

2026



You will be redirected to a website that will allow you to pay the deposit through 
different methods.

How to Apply

If you are currently in 
undergraduate housing, you 
would not need to submit a 
housing deposit. If you’re 
encountering issues, please 
reach out to us at 
housing@biola.edu.



7. Select your living preferences

How to Apply

8. Fill out your accommodation needs + 
bed configuration questions.



Residence Hall Information

BLACKSTONE- Female floors & Male Floors; Upper Campus, Community-style 

Bathrooms, most Small Rooms (lower rate), some Doubles (size of Horton rooms)

HOPE- Female & Male floors, Lower Campus, Split into North & South, Community-style 

Bathrooms, Some Triples

HORTON- Female & Male floors, Upper Campus, Split into North & South, 

Community-Style Bathrooms, Some Triples

STEWART- Female & Male floors, Lower Campus, Men - Community-style Bathrooms, 

Women - Suite-style Bathrooms



Different styles of housing have different rates!

Building & Room Type Rate for the Academic Year

● Blackstone Hall Small 
double

$6,200

● Blackstone Hall double
● Hope Hall double AND 

triple
● Horton Hall double AND 

triple
● Stewart Hall double

$7,200



9. Whether you already have a roommate or not, 
fill out the roommate matching questionnaire.

How to Apply 10. Select your meal plan.



How to Apply

11. Sign the acknowledgment forms.



12. Select your roommate.

How to Apply



Roommate Matching

● Each roommate needs to have started their application on the StarRez Portal in order to 
be “searchable”. You will be able to search for a roommate through: (1) their Details,



Roommate Matching

● Each roommate needs to have started their application on the StarRez Portal in order 
to be “searchable”. You will be able to search for a roommate through: (1) their Details, 
(2) their Profiles,



Roommate Matching

● Each roommate needs to have started their application on the StarRez Portal in order 
to be “searchable”. You will be able to search for a roommate through: (1) their Details, 
(2) their Profiles, and (3) the Suggested Roommates (based on similarities with 
your living preferences)

Description: I’m a Chemistry major who is passionate 
about research and discovery! As a transfer student, I’m 
excited to engage with the university community and 
make new connections. In my free time, I love hiking, 
playing video games, and trying out new coffee spots 
around town.

Stephen R4582

Description: I’m really into digital art and storytelling, 
often creating illustrations inspired by shows like Avatar: 
The Last Airbender and One Piece. I also enjoy gaming, 
especially strategy and role-playing games like Genshin 
Impact and Terraria. When I’m not drawing or gaming, 
you’ll probably find me listening to music or working on 
creative writing projects.

Cole T3921 .



Roommate Matching

● In order to ease the roommate matching process, please try your best to provide a 
short description/bio about yourself to share your major, interests, hobbies, etc.

Description: I’m a Chemistry major who is passionate 
about research and discovery! As a transfer student, I’m 
excited to engage with the university community and 
make new connections. In my free time, I love hiking, 
playing video games, and trying out new coffee spots 
around town.

Stephen R4582

Description: I’m really into digital art and storytelling, 
often creating illustrations inspired by shows like Avatar: 
The Last Airbender and One Piece. I also enjoy gaming, 
especially strategy and role-playing games like Genshin 
Impact and Terraria. When I’m not drawing or gaming, 
you’ll probably find me listening to music or working on 
creative writing projects.

Cole T3921 .

John D4582            .



Roommate Matching

● Once you “Send a Roommate Invite”, they will receive a message on 
the portal.

● The roommate needs to go back to the Housing Application and go to 
“Roommate Selection” to accept the invite. You might need to refresh 
the page for the invite to show up on your application.

Stephen Robinson

1 2



Roommate Matching
● Once you have selected each other, the roommates are then 

completely matched. Your portal will also inform you of when you 
are completed matched!

Description: I’m an Environmental Science major 
who loves the outdoors and sustainability. I’m 
also a fan of documentaries and historical fiction 
books.

John D4582 (Group Leader)                   .

Description: I’m a Chemistry major who is 
passionate about research and discovery! As a 
transfer student, I’m excited to engage with the 
university community and make new 
connections. In my free time, I love hiking, 
playing video games, and trying out new coffee 
spots around town.

Stephen R4582  



Roommate Matching

For students who are going to be in a triple-occupancy room:
● One person has to send an invite to the other two, and the rest must 

accept the invite. 
● Example: Nadia invites Karly and Symphony to fill their room of 3

Karly accepts Nadia’s invite.
Symphony accepts Nadia’s invite.

● Once all of the members have matched with each other, your group 
is completely matched!

● Be sure that only one person is the group leader

We have limited availability for triple-occupancy rooms, so please make 
sure to have a back-up plan!



Housing Selection



Dates for Residence Hall Selection

● Application and roommate matching are both open!
● March 24: Current Seniors and Juniors will select
● March 25: Current Sophomores will select
● March 26: Current Freshmen will select



Outline of steps

● The day before your selection date, each student will receive an email 
with your selection time

● On your selection date, your group will select your building and room
○ You will want to choose the person with the earliest selection time 

to be your team captain
● When your selection time comes, your team captain will go to the 

portal to find the building and room you have decided on and select it
○ Be aware that only the rooms that are still open will show up 

during your selection time

Plan ahead! It’s best to have multiple plans with your potential 
roommates. Example: “If we don’t get a room in [Blackstone], we can try to 
live in [Stewart].”



I don’t have a roommate!

Don’t panic, it’s going to be ok! 

Suggestions to find a roommate: 

● Classmates and friends - someone you know might know someone else who is looking 
● Clubs or student groups - have you connected with anyone in a group or club? It can be 

very helpful to have a common interest!

If you don’t find a roommate, stick around after the info session to connect with other students.

Additionally, the “Suggested Roommates” option on the Portal might be a helpful
resource to show your living preference compatibility with someone else.



I still don’t have a roommate after selection!

It’s still okay. You have until May 15 to roommate match and select. 

If by the end of May 15, you still haven’t matched with a roommate, we will 

subsequently be matching you and assigning you using your Roommate 

Matching Profile.



Make sure you are...

Checking your Biola email inbox and reading emails 
THOROUGHLY. Often times, the answers to the 
questions you have are available in previous emails 
we’ve sent or available on our website!

See you in the Fall on August 29, 2026 (Saturday)!



Need help?
Be sure to visit our website by scanning the QR 

code to see the different rates of apartments 
and residence halls, layouts of apartments and 

amenities, and answers to FAQ!

You can also email the Housing Office at 
housing@biola.edu for other questions

Or give us a call at (562) 906-4164 during our 
phone hours (Tues-Fri from 1 to 4PM)

mailto:undergrad.housing@bioal.edu


Biola University 
Undergraduate Apartment 

Selection

Information Session for Fall 2026-Spring 2027



Who can participate in Apartment Selection?

Must be a continuing student who is an undergraduate, 
unmarried student who will have achieved at least 60 units, 
(Junior or Senior status) by the end of Spring Semester OR 
be 21 years old by August 31st, 2026. 
Grad students who wish to live in Undergrad Housing can 
email the Housing Office to request an exception.
There are no single rooms in the apartments.



First Phase of Apartment Selection

Once you’ve 1) completed your application, 2) the Housing Office has determined you 
are apartment eligible, and 3) you have matched with your roommates - you will be 
entered into the first phase of the apartment selection.

Since the demand for apartments outweighs the supply, the first phase is used to 
determine who of the eligible students will have the opportunity to select an 
apartment. In the interest of fairness, the first phase is weighted by the total units of 
your Roommate Group.

You will be notified via email as to whether or not your apartment group will be able to 
select an apartment on March 10th, and you’ll receive a selection time on March 11th 
for the Apartment Selection on March 12th.



Outline of steps

Step 1: Confirm Apartment Eligibility
Step 2: Apartment Raffle (Phase One)
Step 3: Apartment Selection Notifications
Step 4: Prepare for Selection Day
Step 5: Apartment Selection Day



Step 1: Confirm Apartment Eligibility

To participate in apartment selection, each student must:
● Complete the Undergraduate Housing Application by March 6th
● Be determined apartment eligible by the Housing Office

○ Have earned at least 60 units by the end of Spring or be 21 years old by the 
first day of Fall classes.

● Be fully matched by March 6th in a complete roommate group of:
○ 2 students (1-bedroom, 2-occupant apartment)
○ 3 students (1-bedroom, 3-occupant apartment)
○ 4 students (2-bedroom, 4-occupant apartment)

⚠ Students who are not apartment eligible may not be included in an apartment group.
● Once these requirements are met, eligible groups move into the first phase of 

apartment selection.



Step 2: Apartment Raffle (Phase One)

Phase One is a priority-based raffle that determines which eligible roommate groups will receive the 
opportunity to select an apartment. Because demand exceeds availability, not all eligible students will 
receive an apartment slot.

Apartment priority is weighted based on the average number of credits within your roommate group.

Example: Symphony is 21 years old and has 45 credits, Karly has 90 credits, and Nadia has 115 
credits. They want to apply for a 1-bedroom/3-occupant apartment. After they roommate match, 
the Housing Office will review their credits and see that they have 83.33 credits average. 
Depending on the number of 1BR/3OCC apartment slots, this average will be the basis of their 
position in being considered for the selection.

● As a basis, last year the last group that received an apartment slot for a 1BR/2OCC had an average 
of 78 credits, 1BR/3OCC had an average of 98.33, and 2BR/4OCC had an average of 71



Step 3: Apartment Selection Notifications

● March 10: Roommate groups will be notified via email whether or 
not they have received an apartment selection slot

● March 11: Group members who receive an apartment slot will be 
sent a specific apartment selection time

● March 12: Apartment Selection takes place

Only groups who receive a selection time will be able to participate in 
Phase Two: Apartment Selection.



Step 4: Prepare for Selection Day

Before your selection date:

● Decide which apartments you would like to select, in order of preference
● Choose the group member with the earliest selection time to serve as your 

Team Captain
● Make backup plans in case your first choice is no longer available

Example: “If Lido is full by our time, we will try for Beachcomber Apartments.”

Planning ahead is strongly encouraged.



Step 5: Apartment Selection Day (Phase Two)

On your assigned selection date and time:

1. Your Team Captain logs into the StarRez Portal
2. Available apartments will appear based on real-time availability
3. Your Team Captain selects the apartment on behalf of the entire group

⚠ Only apartments that are still available at your selection time will 
appear in the Portal.

Once selected, the apartment is immediately assigned to your group.



Dates for Apartment Selection

● February 16th: Application and roommate matching are both 
open

● March 6th: Application and Roommate Matching Deadline in 
order to be considered for an apartment

● March 10th: You and your roommates will be notified if you 
have received an apartment slot or not

● March 11th: Students who have received an apartment slot 
on the 10th will receive their Apartment Selection Time

● March 12th: Apartment Selection



Apartment Information

Beachcomber: one and two bedroom units that accommodate 2-4 residents 
each, central courtyard with barbecues
Li: two bedroom units that accommodate 4 residents each, central courtyard 
with barbecues
Lido: one and two bedroom units that accomodate 2-4 residents each, central 
courtyard with barbecues
Tradewinds: one and two bedroom units that accomodate 2-4 residents each, 
central courtyard with barbecues
Tropicana: two bedroom units that accommodate 4 residents each, central 
courtyard with barbecues and swimming pool
Welch: one bedroom units accommodate 3 residents each, first floor deck with 
barbecues



Different styles of housing have different rates!

Beachcomber Apt., Tradewinds, Lido — 1 BR / 2 people $8,800
Beachcomber Apt., Tradewinds, Lido, Welch — 1 BR / 3 people $7,400
Beachcomber Apt., Tradewinds, Lido, Tropicana, Li — 2 BR / 4 people $7,800

These rates can be found on the Biola website as well! 
https://www.biola.edu/student-handbooks/housing/housing-meal-plan-rates

You will be able to drop your meal plan once you’re assigned to an apartment 
by going to the Apartment Meal Plan Selection page (after selecting your 
apartment) and selecting “No Meal Plan”

https://www.biola.edu/student-handbooks/housing/housing-meal-plan-rates


When you get to the preferences page…

How to Apply

Make sure to select 
“Yes” to participating in 

the Apartment 
Selection.



Roommate Matching

For students who are requesting to be in a three-person or 
four-person apartment:
● One person has to send an invite to the other two/three, and the rest 

must accept the invite. 
● Example: Karly invites Nadia and Symphony to fill their room of 3

Symphony accepts Karly’s invite.
Nadia accepts Karly’s invite.

● Once all of the members have accepted the group leader’s invite, 
your group is completely matched!



“WE DIDN’T GET AN APARTMENT!!!!”

Kind of a bummer, but it’s ok!

If your group does not receive an apartment slot:

● You will automatically be included in the Residence Hall Selection, which begins March 
25, to select a room in continuing buildings (Hope, Horton, Stewart, or Blackstone)

● You will still have time to adjust your housing plans with your roommate group
○ If you’re in a group of 4, you can split your group into two groups of 2
○ If you’re in a group of 3, you can try to select a triple-occupancy room based on 

availability during the Residence Hall Selection; otherwise, you need to figure out what 
your next best arrangement will be

● Please email housing@biola.edu if you do not want to be included in Residence Hall 
Selection



“WE DIDN’T GET AN APARTMENT!!!!”

Optional: Apartment Waitlist
Students who do not receive an apartment may request to be placed on an 
apartment waitlist.
● If an apartment becomes available, students on the waitlist will be contacted
● Placement from the waitlist is not guaranteed and depends on availability

Important Reminder
While the Housing Office works diligently to create fair and thoughtful placements, 
apartment availability is limited. Completing all steps and planning flexible options 
will give you the best possible outcome.


